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research conducted by Dr. J. Weissenfeld (Zriischrift fur Hygiene und 
lnfectionskrankheilcn , xxxv., p. 78) under the direction of Professor Kruse. 
Thirty waters of good character and twenty-six of bad were examined for 
the organism, and in every specimen it was found present, though the 
amount of water from which it could be isolated differed widely. With bad 
waters and with many good ones (from deep-driven wells for example) as 
well, the organism could be found in each cubic centimetre; but most of the 
good specimens yielded it only when large volumes were planted. The 
results of animal experimentation followed no rule. It happened sometimes 
that the bacilli from good waters were very pathogenic to guinea-pigs, while 
those from bad waters might be quite indifferent. Pathological and bac¬ 
teriological examination of animals which were killed by cultures from 
good and bad waters revealed no differences, the results being the same in 
both classes as are observed in experiments with fecal bacteria. Hence it 
cannot be asserted that the finding of virulent colon bacilli in drinking- 
water necessarily indicates fecal contamination. 

The Import an ce of Uncooked Vegetables in the Spread of Parasites 
and Infections Diseases.— Dr. G. Ceresolb (B Policlinico, 1900-1901, p. 
55) records additional evidence of the possible danger of the spread of para¬ 
sites and infectious diseases through consumption of uncooked vegetables. 
He obtained lettuce, endives, radishes, and celery as sold in the market after 
the usual method of cleaning, and washed them in sterilized water. On 
examination of the sediment the microscope revealed an extensive fauna 
and flora. Among the objects observed were amcebm, thread worms, eggs of 
tenia, oxyuris, and anchylostomum, and a great variety of micrococci, 
streptococci, staphylococci, bacilli, and sarcinm. He isolated B. coli com¬ 
munis, a bacillus which agreed in characteristics with that of typhoid fever, 
the bacillus of tetanus, and B. septicus. As a precaution against danger, 
he advises that vegetables which are to be eaten uncooked be first washed 
and then immersed for half an hour in a 3 per cent, solution of tartaric 
acid, which agent ha3 been shown to have the power to disinfect completely 
salad vegetables artificially infected with the spirillum of cholera. 
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